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Buoys.—Three spar buoys, each 'having one or two cones as a top

mark, mark the northwestern edge of the bank on the eastern side

of the harbor approach.

Anchorage.- The importance of Batum as an anchorage arises

from the fact of its being immensely superior to any other on the

eastern shore of the Black Sea, but its value is much lessened by the

inconvenient depth for anchoring, which on the western side of the

bay is upward of 20 fathoms ( 36.6 m . ) at 100 yards from the shore,

quickly deepening to 30 and 35 fathoms ( 54.9 to 64 m. ) , except south

ward of the Russian Steam Navigation Co.'s pier , where the depths

are under 20 fathoms (36.6 m. ) .

Vessels anchor near the shore in front of the town in a depth of

about 30 fathoms ( 54.9 m. ) , and secure their sterns to bollards on

shore by means of hawsers. The space there is very limited, and

it is necessary when anchoring to guard against fouling the anchors

of other vessels. When waiting for a berth to become vacant vessels

anchor on the edge of the bank northward of the petroleum harbor.

Mooring buoys.—There are mooring buoys in the bay, off the

quays, and in the petroleum harbor.

BATUM HARBOR . — The port is situated on the western and

southern sides of the bay.

The petroleum harbor is formed by a stone mole which extends

from the south shore of the bay in a northerly direction for 470 yards,

from whence the petroleum mole extends in a westerly direction for

550 yards. Another mole or breakwater extends from the head of

the stone mole for a distance of 285 yards northeastward, protecting

the Cabotage (coasting trade) harbor. The petroleum harbor is

dredged to a depth of 27 feet ( 8.2 m. ) ; the Cabotage has a depth of

only 6 feet ( 1.8 m. ) , and is not now ( 1915 ) in use .

Berthing regulations . — On arrival at the port of Batum all

steam and sailing vessels are to take up berths according to the indi

cation of the port authorities, and no communication with the shore

is allowed until all the customhouse and other necessary formalities

have been completed.

All vessels, whether anchored in the roadstead or in the harbor,

must have their anchors buoyed.

Vessels are allowed to make their moorings fast only to the perma

nent mooring posts and chains , and this without obstructing the

landing places along the quays or the beach.

At the demand of the port authorities a master is bound to shift

his moorings to neighboring mooring posts or chains, should neces

sity arise , when another ship is being berthed , or for any other

reason that may be deemed necessary .

Vessels, whether lying off the beach or at the quay, which shall not

have commenced to load or discharge within 24 hours after all the
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formalities required by law have been completed, or which have dis

continued such operations for a period exceeding 24 hours, must

move away from the berth they occupy if at such time there be any

other vessel awaiting its turn in the roads. At the same time all

holidays and days on which no work can be carried on are not taken

into account.

Should notice be given that a vessel which is lying in the roads is

not ready to receive cargo when her turn for berthing comes round,

she can only again come on turn (as a fresh arrival ) upon notice of

her readiness to load being handed in .

Immediately on completion of their loading operations from the

shore, vessels are bound to move away from their beach or quay

berths into the roads, and there continue to perform any further

operations , in case such berths at the beach or the quay are required

for other vessels.

Ocean -going steamers under the Russian flag which enter the har

bor for the purpose of taking in Government stores are allowed to

load and discharge their cargoes out of turn should the captain of

the port so ordain.

All vessels while lying in the roads are obliged to exhibit the pre

scribed regulation lights from sunset to sunrise. This rule applies

equally to coasting vessels, barges, lighters, and rafts.

In cases of fire or other disasters whereby the safety of vessels or

port property is endangered , all masters of vessels in the harbor, as

also all boatmen and the railroad authorities, are bound at the first

call of the captain of the port to place at his disposal all available

means and locomotives for rendering assistance.

Vessels in the harbor are prohibited from changing berths with

out the permission of the port authorities.

Steamers proceeding to and from the quays in the petroleum

harbor are forbidden to move the engines, except in cases of extreme

necessity, when permission will have to be obtained from the port

office .

After the completion of the prescribed customs formalities, all

vessels leaving the port must produce their papers to the captain

of the port for permission to proceed to sea .

Winds. - Batum Bay affords shelter from winds between north

west through south to east, and the only winds to be feared are gales

from the northward, which are, however, very rare . Northeast gales

are said to never blow home, and only on rare occasions do vessels

moored with their sterns fast to the shore have to haul off . Gales

from south-southwest to north-northwest send a heavy sea into the

bay, causing vessels to roll and pitch at their moorings and often to

part their hawsers and cables , when, if the harbor is full of shipping,
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they run great risk of collision with other craft. Vessels within the

breakwater have frequently with southwesterly winds to haul off
from the quay .

The prevailing winds and gales come from the westward, and

especially from the southwestward . This latter wind sometimes

blows in winter with the force of a hurricane. It is preceded by a

fresh breeze from the southeastward, which rises after a calm and

blows for several hours, accompanied by a sultry heat. The wind sub

sequently shifts suddenly to the southwestward and blows with great

violence ; the temperature falls and the barometer rises rapidly .

Vessels anchored in the road or in the port should take all necessary

precautions when the warm southeast wind sets in . Gales are most

frequent in December. See Meteorological table, Appendix III.

Lifeboat . — There is a life-saving station with lifeboat on Burun

Tabiya, and a life-saving station with rocket apparatus on the eastern

shore of the bay near Tamari Castle.

Pilots. — Pilotage is not compulsory, but vessels are always berthed

by pilots at the piers and moles.

Directions.-In foggy weather it is recommended to approach

Batum Bay from the southwestward, as the coast is high and abrupt

and the lower part of the mountains can be seen when the summits

are hidden. The muddy water discharged by the Chorokh River

also affords a good mark for recognizing the position. A berth of

400 yards or more should be given to the coast westward of Burun

Tabiya, the shoal extending off it .

Coming from the northward, on the contrary, the coast is flat and

the fogs are low.

BATUM (41 ° 39 ' N. , 41 ° 39 ' E. ) .—The town of Batum, which stands on the

western side of the bay, is unhealthily situated, being surrounded by swamps

which, although partly drained, are, from the rankness of the vegetation, the

cause of fevers and agues, most prevalent between the months of June and

October.

The town, which is lighted by electricity, has broad and regularly planned

streets with rows of trees, and there are many large houses. On the shore

is a long boulevard with a mass of foliage, and near the town are public

gardens. There is a fine cathedral in the town, conspicuous from seaward ;

also several mosques. There are numerous piers, public and private, near

which are storehouses and the customhouse. The health office is situated

near Burun Tabiya. Eastward of the town, on the south shore of the bay, are

the storehouses and factories connected with the petroleum industry.

The population of the town is about 30,000 .

It is not safe to venture into the suburbs without an escort, on account of

the numerous bands of marauders.

Quays. - There are a number of quays on the western shore fronting the

town, to which vessels anchoring off haul in with stern fasts. There are moor

ing buoys off the shore.

The Russian Steam Navigation Co. has a small mole situated near the

customhouse.

A mole 60 yards wide extends in a north-northeast direction from the north

ern extremity of Burun Tabiya.

The railroad extends onto the petroleum mole, with depths of 18 to 21

feet ( 5.5 to 6.4 m . ) along the inner side ; also pipe lines for conveying petro

leum to vessels alongside. The petroleum is brought from Baku in a conduit

tube which crosses the height of Suram between these places.
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Coal and supplies. — About 7,000 tons of Russian coal is usually in stock, in

addition to about 5,000 tons of Government coal. Vessels coal alongside a quay

in the petroleum harbor, where there is a depth of 26 feet ( 7.9 m. ) . Petroleum

waste is extensively used as fuel by the local steamers on the Black and

Caspian Seas.

Fresh provisions were plentiful and cheap. Water is of good quality and

is brought off in a tank boat.

Repairs . - Small repairs to vessels and machinery may be made. There is a

floating crane capable of lifting 40 tons.

Communication.-Batum is the readiest point of internal communication with

Georgia, Armenia, and Persia, and is a principal transit port. It is in rail

road and telegraphic communication with Tiflis, Poti, and Baku, from which

latter place enormous quantities of petroleum are sent to Batum for shipment;

also there is telegraphic communication with Trebizond, and weekly with

Odessa and other Black Sea ports by the Russian company's steamers.

There is a railroad to the military town ( Voenni Gorodok ) , about 3 miles

distant, where the barracks, arsenals, and magazines are situated, and from

Tiflis a branch railroad runs to Kars and Ervian.

Radio . — There is a radio station at Batum, call letters RCF, range 600 miles,

wave length 3,000 meters.

Hospital. — There is a town hospital .

Quarantine.- Vessels must remain in the road until pratique is granted .

Gunie . — The lowlands which are found near Batum extend for

6 miles to the southwest beyond the mouths of the Chorokh River, of

which they are the alluvions , and from their marshy nature they

render the west side of Batum Bay very unhealthy from July to

October. On the most southern of these mouths stands the town of

Gunieh, which carries on a coasting trade , and 21/2 miles southward,

near Scarpi , is a very conspicuous culvert near the coast. South

eastward of Gunie is a large valley, through which the Chorokh

River flows. Beyond the lowlands the mountains gradually ap

proach the shore and are of considerable elevation , with white cliffs

appearing at intervals.

Shoal. — Vessels should give a good berth to the coast between

Burnu Tabiya and the Chorokh River, as a shoal extends some dis

tance from the shore .


